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a group of requesters acting in concert,
is attempting to break a request down
into a series of requests for the purpose
of evading the assessment of fees, HUD
may aggregate any such requests and
charge accordingly.

(c) Waiving or reducing fees. HUD will
furnish documents without charge or
at reduced charge if disclosure of the
information is in the public interest
because it is likely to contribute sig-
nificantly to public understanding of
the operations or activities of the gov-
ernment and is not primarily in the
commercial interest of the requester.
The official authorized to grant access
to records may waive or reduce the ap-
plicable fee where requested. The de-
termination not to waive or reduce the
fee will be subject to administrative re-
view as provided in § 15.61 after the de-
cision on the request for access has
been made. Six factors shall be used in
determining whether the requirements
for a fee waiver or reduction are met.
These factors are as follows:

(1) The subject of the request: Whether
the subject of the requested records
concerns the operations or activities of
the government;

(2) The informative value of the infor-
mation to be disclosed: Whether the dis-
closure is likely to contribute to an un-
derstanding of government operations
or activities;

(3) The contribution to an understand-
ing of the subject by the general public
likely to result from disclosure: Whether
disclosure of the requested information
will contribute to public understanding;

(4) The significance of the contribution
to public understanding: Whether the
disclosure is likely to contribute sig-
nificantly to public understanding of
government operations or activities;

(5) The existence and magnitude of a
commercial interest: Whether the re-
quester has a commercial interest that
would be furthered by the requested
disclosure; and, if so

(6) The primary interest in disclosure:
Whether the magnitude of the identi-
fied commercial interest of the re-
quester is sufficiently large, in com-
parison with the public interest in dis-
closure, that disclosure is primarily in
the commercial interest of the requester.

[53 FR 37549, Sept. 27, 1988]

§ 15.17 Charges for interest and for un-
successful searches; Utilization of
Debt Collection Act.

(a) Charging interest. HUD will begin
assessing interest charges on an upaid
bill starting on the 31st day following
the day on which the billing was sent.
A fee received by HUD, even if not
processed, will suffice to stay the ac-
crual of interest. Interest will be at the
rate prescribed in section 3717 of title
31 U.S.C. and will accrue from the date
of the billing.

(b) Charge for unsuccessful search. Or-
dinarily no charge for search time will
be assessed when the records requested
are not found or when the records lo-
cated are withheld as exempt. However,
if the requester has been notified of the
esimated cost of the search time and
has been advised specifically that the
requested records may not exist or may
be withheld as exempt, fees shall be
charged.

(c) Use of Debt Collection Act of 1982.
When a requester has failed to pay a
fee charged in a timely fashion (i.e.,
within 30 days of the date of the bill-
ing), HUD may, under the authority of
the Debt Collection Act and part 17,
subpart C of this title, use consumer
reporting agencies and collection agen-
cies, where appropriate, to recover the
indebtedness owed the Department.

[53 FR 37549, Sept. 27, 1988]

§ 15.18 Advance payments.
(a) HUD may not require a requester

to make an advance payment, i.e., pay-
ment before work is commenced or
continued on a request, unless:

(1) HUD estimates or determines that
allowable charges that a requester may
be required to pay are likely to exceed
$250. Then, HUD will notify the re-
quester of the likely cost and obtain
satisfactory assurance of full payment
where the requester has a history of
prompt payment of FOIA fees, or re-
quire an advance payment of an
amount up to the full estimated
charges in the case of requesters with
no history of payment; or

(2) Where a requester has previously
failed to pay a fee charged in a timely
fashion (i.e., within 30 days of the date
of the billing), HUD may require the
requester to pay the full amount owed
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